
Several weeks ago, we had a joint 
session to learn about and dis-
cuss different projects of the 
Sustainable South Bronx, such as 
the Green Roofs project and the 
“BEST” project to teach “green 
collar” job skills. This organiza-
tion also creates jobs for resi-
dents to combat the growing 
poverty level.   

We have also invited the direc-
tor of the organization “Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn” to 
speak to us about their fight 
against the Atlantic Rail Yards 
development, which has been in 
the news for quite some time.   

As the Buddha once said, “know 
well what leads you forward, and 
what holds you back.”  Education 
on environmental justice is the 
first step to leading us forward 
and shaping a better community.   

By Anthony Barone 

Our section of Core Seminar, 
with Dr. Jessica Rosenberg, is 
examining issues of environ-
mental justice in the broadest 
sense.  Examples include not only 
cutting down trees and destruc-
tion of green spaces, but also 
housing discrimination and lower 
wages based on sex or race, or 
even lack of public services in 
some neighborhoods.   

In Core Seminar, we immerse 
ourselves in our surrounding 
environment to observe how our 
environment is being impacted 
and how this affects us as a soci-
ety.  We have done this by com-
bining readings with group dis-
cussions, field explorations and 
case studies. 

Recently, we took a field trip to 
the Fulton Street Mall.  While 

there, we made observations of 
our surroundings using our five 
senses with the goal of under-
standing environmental pollution 
and to think about how, as indi-

viduals, we can be better mem-
bers of the downtown Brooklyn 
community. 

Bernice Braid and Alan Grose, 
both of the Core Seminar Pro-
gram, presented on the curricu-
lum and faculty development 
program for COS at the national 
meeting of the Association of 
American Colleges and Universi-
ties in January in Seattle, Wash-
ington.   

The meeting, entitled “Ready or 
Not: Global Challenges, College 
Learning, and America’s Prom-
ise,” explored the ways in which 
college learning in the tradition 
of liberal education might pre-
pare students to meet society’s 
current needs and future prob-
lems.   

Emphasizing its strategies for 
integrating the core curriculum 
with pre-professional programs, 
Braid and Grose presented on 
the program design of COS in a 
session formatted to provide 
information on how institutions 
might replicate the model on 
their own campuses.  

Students from COS 50, Sec-
tion 08 with Dr. Rosenberg 
during an exploration of en-
vironmental issues on the 
Fulton Street Mall in Down-
town Brooklyn. 
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“MoMA, with its 

focus on the art of 

the 20th and 21st 

Centuries, proved 

to be an 

interesting 

experience for my 

students in Core 

Seminar.” 

Students working on 
a mandala in a COS 
Joint Session. 

COS Students Explore MoMA 

AAC&U Global Learning Forum 

Journey Mandala 
By Marla Del Collins  

COS 50 encourages students 
to think beyond what they 
think they know—to “think 
outside of the box.”  This se-
mester, Constance Woo and I 
had our students use the man-
dala, representing circular 
wholeness and the organized 
structure of life itself, as a 
means by which to explore 
complex interconnections on 
multiple levels.   

Students discovered that man-
dalas exist everywhere from 

the round rose window in a 
cathedral to the circular con-
figuration of Stonehenge.  They 
searched for mandalas at 
MoMA and found them in the 
garden and in the artwork.   

We compared the mandala 
with the Mandelbrot Set—the 
boxed-in, either/or reality 
made by humans with fractaling 
reality created by nature.   

Students also discovered hid-
den mandalas in their own 
circular relationships with 
family, community and the 

universe.  They used the man-
dala concept to pictorially and 
verbally organize their re-
search papers and answer the 
question “who am I?”   

We ended our journey with a 
joint session: The Communal 
Mandala Project that honed 
imagination and “cooperacy” 
skills.  Students expressed in 
their weekly journals that 
thinking outside the box 
through mandalas was not only 
fun and easy—it was awesome! 

The Forum, held during Spring 
Break, included representatives 
from 77 different institutions, 
all sharing ideas about global 
learning in higher education 
today.   

The central piece of the LIU 
team’s contribution was a 
poster presentation that high-
lighted how Core Seminar 

By Margaret Cuonzo 

Bernice Braid, William 
Burgos and Margaret 
Cuonzo recently took 
part in a three-day 
forum, “Shared Fu-
tures: Global Learning 
and Social Responsi-
bility” sponsored by 
the AAC&U.   

promotes learning across disci-
plines, cultures and other 
boundaries.  As an example, 
the poster featured the 
“communal mandala” learning 
experience (featured above). 

Additionally, Bernice Braid and 
William Burgos both lead dis-
cussions exploring key themes 
of the Forum.   

As a field assignment, students 
in my section investigated sev-
eral aspects of the museum: 
the building, the collections in 
general and even specific ob-
jects in the Architecture and 
Design collection as compared 
to objects for sale in the 
MoMA Design Store.   

I challenged them to describe 
the setting and to contrast it 
with the symbolism of the 

Cave in Plato’s famous allegory 
of the cave.  The result was 
that they mused on their own 
experiences of learning and 
acquiring new perspectives 
and, in the process, thought 
about the evolution of human 
creativity, ingenuity and skill 
over the centuries.  In many 
ways, it was a refreshing ap-
praisal of the development of 
modernism in art and culture.   

By Constance Woo 

While many students at LIU 
have been to museums before, 
many of them have never vis-
ited the Museum of Modern 
Art (MoMA).  As a result, an 
exploration of MoMA, with its 
focus on the art of the 20th 
and 21st Centuries, proved to 
be an interesting experience 
recently for students in my 
Core Seminar. 

Bernice 
Braid and 

William 
Burgos with 

the poster 
display 

T H E  I D E A  O F  T H E  H U M A N  
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By Jennifer Tran 

The theme of my Core Seminar 
section in the Fall was “Place and 
Displacement,” and by exploring art 
at the Brooklyn Museum, we were 
able to gain a better understanding 
of the levels of the sense of place.   

After reading an essay in the COS 

Reader by John Berger entitled 
“The Place of Painting,” we turned 
to artistic depictions of place at the 
Brooklyn Museum.  Albert Bier-
stadt’s famous “A Storm in the 
Rocky Mountains,” for instance, 
interpreted the American West and 
allowed many Americans and Euro-
peans to see it for the first time. 

Paintings have a place in museums, 
because the act of displaying art in a 
particular space gives it shelter and 
meaning.  Museums, in turn, have 
their place in society, because they 
allow us to study art today.  The 

museum’s place in the world is as 
an educational institution, separated 
from—but also in conversation 
with—the outside world.  

Visiting the Brooklyn Museum was 
one of the best ways to understand 
the multiple meanings of a “sense of 
place.”  We can see something 
from the past, see how paintings fit 
within a museum, and why muse-
ums are so vital to the world of art.  
These senses of place help us to 
understand not only the art, but 
also its purpose within the context 
of today’s world.   

Submissions might focus on your 
experience in any aspect of COS 
50.  This could include your field 
activities, joint sessions, research 
related to your seminar papers or 
even creative work you did in ex-
ploring the Idea of the Human or 
the sub-themes investigated by 
your class.  How did that experi-
ence shape your education here on 
the Brooklyn Campus?  

The Core Seminar Newsletter 
invites submissions from students 
to report on their experiences in 
Core Seminar.   

Did you have a unique experience 
or make a surprising discovery in 
the course of your inquiries in 
Core Seminar?  If so, please share it 
with the rest of the Brooklyn Cam-
pus community!   

Your submission might be 
anywhere from 100 to 250 
words.  Including images 
related to your experiences 
is highly encouraged!   

Please submit them either to 
your Instructor or directly to 
the Core Seminar office 
in the Pratt Building,, 
Room 510. 

We are pursuing these questions 
through a variety of texts, films, and 
field research activities that span 
three main areas of human activity: 
perception/imagination, knowledge/
science, and relationships/society.   

To explore these themes, students 
undertook a field exploration enti-
tled “Brooklyn Neighborhoods: 
Mapping the Five Senses.”  Using 
methods from anthropology and 

cultural studies, students visited 
areas in an attempt to understand 
why and how we perceive 
neighborhoods the way we do.  
Armed with cameras, notepads, 
maps and other recording equip-
ment, students constructed 
“alternative” maps of neighbor-
hoods from Fort Greene and 
DUMBO to Red Hook, Sunset Park 
and Brighton Beach. 

By Myriam Mompoint 

Professors Claire Goodman, Celia 
Lichtman and I are exploring the 
notions of boundaries, borders and 
barriers with out students this se-
mester in Core Seminar.  What do 
we mean when we talk of bounda-
ries?  How are barriers character-
ized and represented? What are the 
purposes of borders and to what 
end are they used?   

Boundaries, Borders and Barriers 

Call for Student Submissions 

Try your hand at writing for 
The Idea of the Human!   

“students 

constructed 

‘alternative’ 

maps of 

neighborhoods 

from Fort Greene 

and DUMBO to 

Red Hook, 

Sunset Park and 

Brighton Beach”  



samples of a student’s work, as might 
be found in a course portfolio or an 
e-portfolio.  Because these rubrics 
are so general, they are called 
“metarubrics.”  

As a VALUE Partner Institution, we 

The Core Seminar Program will join 
as a Partner Institution in the Valid 
Assessment of Learning in Under-
graduate Education (VALUE) project 
of the Association of American Col-
leges and Universities.  This project 
aims to develop a general, but nation-
ally shared set of expectations and 
techniques for assessing the out-
comes of student learning. 

The VALUE project, working with 
faculty in dozens of institutions 
around the country, has developed a 
set of twelve rubrics for assessing the 
evidence of course-embedded learn-
ing.  These rubrics characterize forms 
of learning that might be demon-
strated in a broad variety of ways, 
across the wide array of courses we 
find on campuses across the country.  
These rubrics are intended to identify 
evidence of learning across broad 

will work with samples of student 
work from Core Seminar to test two 
of the twelve metarubrics in time to 
provide feedback in the next wave of 
the national development process.  

The metarubrics Core Seminar has 
chosen to test are those for “Written 
Communication” and “Integrative 
Learning.”  This combination reflects 
the nature of COS 50 as both a Writ-
ing Intensive course and a seminar 
that is deliberately multi-disciplinary 
and invoking of multiple sites and 
sources of student learning.   

Our participation in this pilot project 
will also afford the Core Seminar 
Program an opportunity to develop 
strategies for assessing the evidence 
of student learning contained in the 
portfolios of work submitted by COS 
students at the end of each semester. 

1 University Plaza 

Pratt Building 514 

Brooklyn, NY  11201 

Phone: 718-780-4379 

Fax: 718-780-4059 

E-mail: alan.grose@brooklyn.liu.edu 

Core Seminar is a three-credit interdisciplinary 

course providing a common intellectual experi-

ence for undergraduate students of all disci-

plines.  The Seminar explores what it means to 

be human through shared readings, discussion 

in the Seminar and in Joint Sessions with other 

sections, field explorations, and multiple forms 

of writing.   

The Idea of the Human: Core Seminar News is 

edited by Alan Grose, the Administrative Coor-

dinator for the COS Program.  We welcome 

submissions of ideas or notes on unique COS 

experiences from both faculty and students 

from the program. 

COS 50 The Idea of the Human 

COS Participates in the “VALUE” Project 

 

The AAC&U is a national or-
ganization that advocates for 
the goals and practices of liberal 
education. 


